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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Remarks 

1. Applicant's request for continuing examination (RCE) filed 11/16/05 has been entered. 
Claims 53-74 and 84-105 are found allowable over the prior art made of record for reasons set 
forth herein below. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/16/05 was filed after the 
mailing date of the Notice of Allowance on 9/15/05. The submission is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure 
statement. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 53-74 and 84- 
105 are allowable. 

The reference cited in Applicant's newly submitted IDS does not pertain to previously 
allowed claims 53-74 and 84-105. Specifically, the cited EP reference pertains to previously 
withdrawn claims 1-20. Thus, it is the position of the Examiner that the cited EP reference is not 
relevant to the allowable subject matter of claims 53-74 and 84-105. To reiterate, claims 53-74 
and 84-105 were found allowable the prior art made of record because the prior art failed to 
teach or fairly suggest a laminate having a top layer, a decorative layer comprising a 
thermosetting resin impregnated cellulosic material, a core layer below said decorative layer 
comprising polyethylene terephthalate glycol (PETG) and a substrate directly bonded to said 
decorative top layer assembly. With specific regard to claims 84 and 96 the anticipation and/or 
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obviousness rejections made over the prior made of record were withdrawn since they failed to 
specifically to teach a decorative layer comprising a thermosetting resin impregnated cellulosic 
material. The newly supplied prior art reference was not found sufficient to base a rejection and 
there is no motivation to combine references to form an obviousness type rejection. Thus, claims 
53-74 and 84-105 are found allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



4. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Lynda M. Salvatore whose telephone number is 571-272-1482. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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